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Brethren in Christ Pastors
Urged to Attend Festival

Grain Reserve Legislation Passed
At Urging of Church Groups

The Board of Bishops has encouraged
Brethren in Christ congregations to send
their pastors to the 1981 American Festival
of Evangelism, scheduled for July 27-30 in
Kansas City, Missouri. Lay leaders are also
being invited to participate. It is hoped that a
group registration rate can be arranged,
based on the number of responses received
by the bishops before Feb. 1.
An "open congress" format will make it
possible for some 20,000 participants from a
wide spectrum of churches and other groups
to participate in the Festival. Having its
roots in the 1974 Lausanne Consultation on
World Evangelization, the Festival is an
autonomous American effort to confront a
spiritual drift in the United States and will
hopefully spawn an accelerated national
evangelistic thrust.
The program provides a full day in each of
three learning areas: evangelizing, discipling,
and equipping. By adopting the Lausanne
Covenant, focusing on the local church, and
by allowing anyone to attend who has an
interest in evangelism, planners expect the
impact to be felt long after the Festival itself
is over.
Brethren in Christ interested in attending
the Festival of Evangelism should contact
their pastor or regional conference bishop.
More details will appear in future issues of
the Visitor.

A bill providing for an emergency grain
reserve for use in times of famine was signed
by President Carter in early December.
Passage of the legislation came after Bread
for the World and several other religious
groups had waged a three-year uphill struggle seeking establishment of the reserve.
The bill sets up a reserve with the four
million tons of grain the U.S. government
bought from American farmers during the
current Soviet embargo. This grain reserve is
authorized for use only in famine or other
emergency situations when food aid needs
cannot be met through normal channels.
"Our efforts were combined with those of
other church-related groups in working for
passage of the reserve," says Arthur Simon,
executive director of Bread for the World.
"We see the reserve as a crucial step toward
providing insurance against famine."
Bread for thp World is a Christian citizens'
movement with 35,000 members nationwide.
Congress Acts to Restore
Missionary Tax Exclusion

Let YOUth Decide
One year to go

"A healthy r e s p e c t . . .
a sense of g r a t i t u d e . . . "
Owen Alderfer on his
first M C C / U S meeting

NEWS BRIEFS
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Taking dramatic, eleventh-hour action,
the U. S. Senate and House of Representatives passed and sent to President Carter
legislation restoring an income tax exclusion
for missionaries and other overseas charitable workers.
The President, who has supported the
measure, was expected to sign it quickly.
Approval of the provision, supported by a
bipartisan group of lawmakers, came during
an unusual Saturday session in both houses
of Congress Dec. 13. Passage in both the
Senate and House was swift and unanimous.
Yet the ease with which final approval came
belied an intensive struggle in the Senate
over whether the measure would even come
to the floor for action.
After days of trying, Sen. Robert C. Byrd,
D-W.Va., Senate majority leader, finally
succeeded in calling up the bill containing the
tax exclusion provision. Passage of the tax
exclusion language came only two days
before the final deadline for payment of 1979
taxes by employees of overseas charitable
organizations. The IRS had twice extended
the deadline, anticipating that Congress
might reinstate the exclusion.
Wesleyan Leader Dies from Burns
Dr. J o h n E. Storey, executive secretary of
the Wesleyan Church's pension fund, died
Dec. 8 from injuries sustained when his light
plane crashed Dec. 5. Two Wesleyan pastors, Harold Rickman and William Wilbur
Gross, were killed in the crash, which occurred half a mile f r o m the Hagerstown, IN
air strip. The three were returning to their
homes in North Carolina from the Wesleyan
Church headquarters in Marion, IN.

.Rlcvivc

Us
Again!
" I f . . . my people, w h o a r e called
by M y n a m e , h u m b l e themselves
a n d pray, a n d seek My f a c e a n d
t u r n f r o m their wicked ways,
t h e n will I h e a r f r o m heaven, will
forgive their sin, a n d will h e a l
their l a n d . "
II C h r o n . 7:14
T h e 1981 W o r l d D a y of P r a y e r w o r s h i p
g u i d e f r o m t h e N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of
Fvangelicals
F o r i n f o r m a t i o n , write or call N A E at P . O .
Box 28, W h e a t o n , 1L 60187; (312) 665-0500.
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by Sally E. Stuart

When we hear someone mention the
chains of sin or the chains that bind, it
instinctively brings to mind a vivid picture of an alcoholic, chain smoker, drug
addict, compulsive gambler, or prostitute. We immediately feel far removed
f r o m any guilt. These aren't the chains
that bind us, and for many never were.
What then has this to do with Christians? Can we be bound by chains?
Christ broke the chains of sin that
bound me m a n y years ago, but recently
I have become aware of other chains
that are restricting my life and choking
my effectiveness. They are not what
most people, even Christians, consider
"chains of sin." Nevertheless, I can't help
but believe that Christ must be greatly
concerned about those unconsciously
developed chains of self-indulgence. They
become so cleverly hidden in our being
that it takes prayerful evaluation of our
daily lives to expose them. Even then we
will be shaken by their "ordinary" nature.
It was television, one of those very
ordinary chains of bondage, that started
me in the right direction. One day I
suddenly awoke to the fact that the
"one-eyed monster" had taken control
of our household, binding us, not together, but apart. Realizing that the
children were spending most of their
free time in front of the TV set, I decided
to call a halt. I never had worried that
they would be hurt by the programs that
they watch, but what I had not taken
into consideration was that they could
be hurt by the things they were not free
to experience elsewhere.
The first step was to limit them to an
hour or two a day. The result was that
we had to depend more on each other
for attention, entertainment, and companionship—one of the best things that
can happen to a family. This free time
can be spent reading, playing games,
doing handwork or creative projects,
studying God's Word, or just talking
about many things. We have been drawn
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closer together because we are more
aware of each other and each other's
needs. We have replaced television with
love and fellowship, not just for the
other members of the family, but for
Christ and those around us.
Sometime ago, I broke a chain that
freed me to greater service to Christ. I
grew up with somewhat of an inferiority
complex, and even after my conversion
as a young teen I suffered greatly f r o m
feelings of unworthiness. It wasn't until
a few years after my marriage that I was
able, with the Lord's help, to cast off
those feelings and be freed to a life of
service and personal achievement. It
was simply a matter of changing my
self-image—what I thought of myself.
I believe Christ was a perfect example
of self-esteem and the success image I
was finally able to find. I remember
when I first started reading the New
Testament. My first impression of Christ
was that he was conceited. What I didn't
realize then was that what he had was
not conceit, but a clear picture of himself—who he was and what he was able
to do.
Isn't that the view we should have of
ourselves? We cannot take credit for the
talents and abilities we possess, so why
should we downgrade ourselves or not
acknowledge what God can do through
us. Too many people are bound in this
chain of inferiority and failure. God is
just waiting for those chains to be
broken so his plans can be fulfilled
through us.

Christ freed us with
his blood; we accepted
his gift of salvation;
we have no right to

Society and public opinion are responsible for many of the chains that trip us
up and make us ineffective. We must
free ourselves of the mold society tries to
squeeze us into and start to think for
ourselves. Over the years my witness has
not been as effective as it could be
because I was conditioned to believe
that Christ and Christianity were not
desirable commodities in the eyes of the
world. What I had failed to realize is
that Christ is not seeking the world, he is
seeking individuals—individuals we can
influence by our witness.
Maybe we need to take a new look at
Christianity and evaluate it in terms of
what it has to offer our friends and loved
ones. Why do they need Christ? When
we have answered that question we will
have our list of advantages. We need to
witness now, not to the world, but to
individuals.
The age barrier is another chain that
binds us further from service to Christ.
How often we hear people say, "When I
get older . . . " or "If I were only younger
. . ." Why do we restrict our usefulness
with so feeble an excuse as age? A person is never too young or too old to
accomplish whatever task Christ presents. If he gives us the job, he will provide the maturity or youthfulness to
carry it to completion.
Everyday living in our comfortable
environment develops chains that bind
our physical well-being. Not taking time
for exercise, overeating and threatening
our health with excessive weight are two
common ones. Don't these things destroy the "temple of the Holy Spirit" as
surely as cigarettes, alcohol or drugs?
Our bodies should be freed of these selfinflicted restrictions to make us better
able to serve Christ.
The chains seem endless, but the challenge of discovering and breaking them
will strengthen every Christian. It won't
be easy, but with the strength and guidance God gives it can be done. However,
it is not something God will step in and
do for us. We must find the chains and
we must desire to break them. Selfindulgence is a personal thing and it will
take a very personal concern to free ourselves from it.
Our freedom to serve God is, after all,
the basis of our Christian life and service. Don't we owe him all the freedom
we can offer? Christ freed us with his
blood; we accepted his gift of salvation;
we have no right to remain in bondage.

remain in bondage.
The author is a freelance writer living in Portland, OR.
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Welland
Congregation
Celebrates
Diamond Jubilee

Seven persons present for the 1930 dedication of the church attended the 1980
Golden Anniversary celebration. They were (front row, from left to right) Mrs. Jay
Lauver, Mrs. Ruth Lauver, Emma Engle, and Glenn Stoner. (Back row) Mary
Book, Mary Beth Stoner, and Anna Stoner.

Together—for fifty years
O n S u n d a y , O c t o b e r 26, the C e d a r
Grove (Pa.) congregation celebrated fifty
years of worshipping together in the Cedar
Grove Brethren in Christ Church. Anniversary activities included an historical
sketch given by senior d e a c o n , Glenn
Stoner, and a fellowship meal. Rev. Eugene Heidler is pastor.
Actually, a small nucleus of believers
had met f o r many years in the Cedar Grove
and Red Rock schoolhouses, with their
oiled floors, school desks and other inconveniences. They later moved to the Pike
Meeting House, with its uncomfortable
varnished seats and potbellied stove.
On February 22,1930, the Church Council decided to build a church at the present
location, on land donated by Greely Gingrich. Bishop Henry H o f f e r was Overseer
and his district, R a p h o District in Lancaster County, contributed very generously of
time and money. Other congregations in
Pennsylvania were solicited and responded.

The building, a 34 x 46 foot wooden structure, with full basement for love feast
meals, was completed in the fall of 1930.
It was with thankfulness and a sense of
accomplishment that the believers met on
October 19, 1930, to dedicate the new
building to the glory of God. It was a special joy to dedicate a facility, costing
53,957.53, debt free.
Much has happened during these fifty
years. Twice the facilities were outgrown,
resulting in an addition to the original
building in 1965 and a completely new
structure adjacent to it in 1976.
The church, God's people, moves on,
whether it meets in a schoolhouse or a
beautiful sanctuary. Had it not been for the
courageous, faithful and Godly brothers
and sisters of fifty years ago, we could not
look back on these years of service in our
church and community. Oh that the church
of today will leave a heritage worthy of
m e n t i o n f i f t y years f r o m n o w , J e s u s
tarrying.

Some comparisons prove interesting:
1930

1980

47
8
$77.36
6

248
40
$3,187.50
20

Church Giving

(1938) $314.91

$90,028.00 (Budget)

Building Cost

$3,957.53

$285,000.00 (1976)

Seating

men on left
women on right

family pews

Lighting

kerosene and gas

electric

a cappella

organ and piano

Sunday School
Average Attendance
Teaching Staff
Expenses
Classes

Music
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The Welland (Ontario) Bethren in Christ
Church celebrated its Diamond Jubilee on
Sunday, November 2. Bishop Emeritus E. J.
Swalm was the featured speaker in the afternoon anniversary service. Former pastor
Andrew McNiven and his wife Mary provided special music. The anniversary offering, designated for the building fund, totalled
nearly $3,300. Rev. Walter Kelly is pastor.
It was 60 years ago that the Wainfleet and
Bertie congregations started a Sunday school

Pastor Shaw (far right) and the team of
lay ministers in the New Life congregation.

"Roots of the P a s t . . . Give Wings to the
Future" is the theme of the development
program adopted recently by the New Life
Brethren in Christ Church in Collingwood,
Ontario.
The congregation's current one-acre site is
inadequate for present needs. With no room
for expansion in the immediate area, the
decision has been made to purchase a minimum of 5!/2 acres elsewhere in the Collingwood area. To date, no site has been selected.
Since its founding in 1924 under the leadership of Rev. E. A. Ditson, the congregation relocated four times in the downtown
Collingwood area. In 1946, a building was
purchased at 227 Sixth Street. After remodeling, it served as the church facility until the
present building was constructed next door
in 1975. Two years later the congregation,
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The present church building on Lincoln Street.
(Photo courtesy of Welland Evening Tribune)

This building on Elizabeth Street served
the congregation until 1965.
in a house at 36 Elizabeth Street. Wellington
Duxbury, a lay preacher, was the first person
in charge of the Welland Mission, on Elizabeth Street. He was followed by a long list of
pastors and women mission workers.

completed a feasibility study in regard to
future expansion.
One of the early converts of the Welland
Mission, Rev. Elwood Flewelling, has served
the Brethren in Christ Church for more than
35 years. Currently two members of the congregation, who had their earlier roots in'the
Bertie church, are in full-time mission work:
Don and Marion Sider are on staff of the
Navajo Mission in New Mexico, and Raymond and Sandy Sider and four daughters

The Elizabeth Street location served the
congregation until 1965, at which time the
present church was built at 50 Lincoln
Street. In 1975, the Christian education facility was added. In 1980, the congregation

which had been a mission church, became a
fully self-supporting church.
In 1976 the fellowship adopted the name
"New Life" and developed a philosophy of
ministry based on Luke 2:52, "And Jesus
increased in wisdom and stature and in favor
with God and man." Congregational goals
were established that would encourage
growth in four areas—mental, physical, spiritual and social—believing that each must be
in balance with the others to provide for
God's fullest intention for individuals.
Under the leadership of Pastor Dale Shaw,
a strong motivational base was established
which included loyalty to Christ, loyalty to
one another, trust and confidence in the
church, and concern that the ministry of the
congregation would be two-fold: (a) outreach and (b) maintenance.
The congregation grew to the point that
the new church building could no longer

Collingwood congregation
launches development program
contain the program. The former church
building was remodeled again to provide
space for Christian education. A portable
building was purchased and parked behind
the church to serve as a youth department.
An adjacent lot was purchased for additional
parking.
Early in 1980, the congregation commissioned the preparation of a long-range
development plan. The plan, which envisioned the sale of the present properties and
relocating on a new site, was then approved.
The development program was publicly
launched on Saturday, October 11 through a

ROOTS OF THE PAST • • • •
THE DOVE REMSNOS

us tmr m me cacm
TO BE
peacemakers

*

are on staff of Montreal Lake Children's
Home in northern Saskatchewan, where
Ray is superintendent.
The Welland congregation, with a membership of 91, has developed a number of
programs to touch their community—a tape
ministry for shut-ins, a lay minister who visits and conducts Bible studies in retirement
homes and the local hospital, a young mother's Bible study and a Wednesday evening
club program for children.

Heritage Festival sponsored by the congregation and open to the community. An auction featured antiques, quilts and household
items. Activities included a puppet show,
tug-of-war, wood sawing and horseshoe
competitions. Some 100 pies were entered in
an apple pie contest, with the first-place pie
being sold for $30. Crafts, hand-made ice
cream, hand-made sausage and apple cider
were also sold.
Architectural plans for the proposed multiple unit facility were unveiled at a fellowship dinner held November 13 at the Blue
Mountain Inn.
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CANADIAN

CONFERENCE

GIVES OK

Approval given to
development plan at
Niagara Christian College
A special session of Canadian Conference held last fall has given approval
to a long range plan for development of
the present Niagara Christian College
site, near Fort Erie, Ontario.
The major components of the development plan include:
(1) Niagara Christian
College—
space for an enlarged Christian
high school of 350 students (with
expansion possibilities up to 500).

(2) Riverside Chapel—church building seating 500 persons.
(3) Senior citizens
centre—various
facilities including cluster cottages, an apartment building (2060 units) and a nursing home
(60-100 beds), providing a continuum of health care.
(4) Campground and recreation centre—with a camping area for up
to 100 tents and recreation
vehicles.
Since the approved plan will bring
together several compatible Christian
ministries on the 122 acres fronting the
Niagara River, the site was renamed
Niagara Christian Centre.
The recommendations were the culmination of nearly five years of work by
several major groups: (1) the Site Study/Administrative Model Study Committee, (2) the Senior Citizens' Board
and (3) the Niagara Christian College
Board of Trustees. Professional assistance was provided by Landplan Collaborative, Ltd., in cooperation with the

architectural firm of Mark, Musselman,
Mclntyre and Combe.
The recommendations presented to
the special fall Conference consisted of
detailed plans for location, size, function and design of the senior citizen's
apartment facility, as well as an occupancy plan for capitalization and development. The building will be named
Niagara Villa. The principal criterion to
begin construction is 80% occupancy
commitment with a minimum deposit of
20%.
Niagara Christian College has been
the major occupant of the present site
since its purchase in 1939. After careful
consideration of the possible impact of
sharing the site with other Christian
ministries, the N C C Board enthusiastically supported the proposed long range
development plan. Plans for capital
development for the school will be presented to the 1981 Canadian Conference.
The NCC Board has also been considering the need to broaden the constituency base of operation for the school.
Due to increasing financial pressures
and the fact that approximately half of
the student body is non-Brethren in
Christ, the Board has developed an
association concept which would share
the responsibility of operating the school
with other interested compatible and
supportive churches. The concept is
being forwarded to the General Conference Board for Schools and Colleges for
study.
—From a report by Neil Sider,
Canadian Conference
Secretary.

LONG RANGE SITE PLAN
NIAGARA CHRISTIAN CENTRE
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Campaign Goal
Met; Balanced
Operating Budget
The M o r e T h a n Bread f u n d campaign for Messiah College's new Climenhaga Fine Arts Center has surpassed
its $4,000,000 goal by $34,000, according to an announcement by President D.
Ray Hostetter to a recent meeting of the
college's Board of Trustees.
The new facility, now under construction, is named in h o n o r of Dr. Asa and
Mrs. Anna Climenhaga. Dr. Climenhaga is a f o r m e r dean of the college, and
Mrs. Climenhaga served on the faculty.
The center will house classroom, exhibit,
performance, and storage areas for all
the arts-related activities on campus.
The meeting of The Kresge F o u n d a tion's $100,000 challenge grant, which
was contingent on the successful raising
of the remaining $3,900,000 by November 15, has propelled the college over the
top in this effort.
The Board of Trustees and Board of
Associates members have committed
$1,758,469 of the total figure. The board
expressed recognition of and appreciation for the work of the campaign's general chairman, Emerson C. Frey, of Mil-

FEBRUARY, 1980
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Steel girders outline the shape of the Climenhaga Fine Arts Center, under construction at Messiah College.

lersville. Richard E. J o r d a n , C a m p Hill,
and Dr. Henry A. Ginder, Mechanicsburg, also held key leadership posts in
the effort.
While the campaign goal has been
topped, Dr. Hostetter further noted
actual building costs have exceeded original estimates set three years ago. For
this reason the college will continue to
make selected special contacts with prospective donors to help underwrite equipment and endowment funds for the
project.
The Board also received the good
news of a balanced budget for fiscal year
1979-80. The college has a long record of
closing its years in the black. President
Hostetter attributes this to sound fiscal
management, steadily increasing enrollments, and the generous giving of alumni
and friends.
Dr. Hostetter reported a 6% increase
in full-time and full-time equivalent enrollments and a 12% increase in total
applications. Citing the Finance Department for the effective business operation of the school, he also noted that
the college had affected a 15% reduction
in electricity consumption over the past
year, resulting in a 13.1% reduction in
costs.
Upon the recommendation of the
Executive Committee, the board voted
to rescind the enrollment ceiling, which
had been set at the full-time equivalent
of 1,250 students, to provide for curriculum expansion in new programs of

study. The board also authorized further
study on what continued growth would
necessitate in terms of additional dining,
recreational and athletic, chapel, and
housing facilities.
Dwight Bert, of Upland, CA, was
unanimously re-elected as chairman of
the Board of Trustees. Two Lancaster
County men were also elected officers:
Mark S. Hess, Lancaster, as secretary of
the Board, and Emerson C. Frey, Millersville, as assistant secretary. Galen M.
Oakes, of Massillon, OH, will serve as
vice chairman.
Dr. Larry Landis, of New Cumberland, was presented by the Academic
and Faculty Affairs Committee and
approved by the board for promotion
f r o m Assistant Professor of Music to
Associate Professor of Music.
The Physical Plant Committee reported that construction on both the
Fine Arts Center and on the new student
residence is progressing on schedule,
with b o t h due for completion next
August.

Annual Brethren in Christ
Sports Tournament
At Messiah College
Dates: Feb. 26-28,
March 12-14,16-17,19,21
7

is a very integral relationship between
body and spirit, even if we choose to ignore it.
From time to time the question arises
whether man is a tripartite being: body,
soul and spirit—or merely composed of
two parts: body and spirit. Careful
investigation of both Old and New Testaments demonstrates that man cannot
be neatly divided into two or three equal
parts. Terms referring to various aspects
of his being are overlapping in meaning
and vary according to their context.
And for good reason! A man is not a
collection of parts. He is a unified being,
a whole. When describing a human
being it is helpful to speak of various
aspects of his integrated being, such as
body, soul, spirit, mind, heart, and emotions. It is not accurate, however, to say
that a man has a soul or spirit. Rather, a
man can be viewed as spirit from one
perspective, or as body from another.
The Hebrews had just such a view of
man as God's created being. When the
Psalmist speaks of his soul magnifying
the Lord, he was referring to his whole
being. The Hebrew she'ma, recorded in
Deuteronomy 6:4-5, declares that man
is to love God with heart, soul, strength,
and mind, not referring to these as parts,
but stressing a fullness of love for God.
According to Greek thought, however, a person was comprised of two
distinct parts: body and mind, with little
relationship between the two. One perversion of early Christianity which grew
8

out of this dualistic view was Gnosticism. Gnostics believed that the body
was incurably evil and, there being no
hope for it, a man could sin freely with
his body so long as his spirit or mind was
pure.
What difference does it make if we
view man as an integrated being or as
having two or three distinct parts? More
specifically, what difference does it make
in the way we conduct mission efforts?
To begin with the first question, let us
examine how we in the Western world
have viewed illness and its treatment as
an illustration. Western medicine, for
the most part, is based on the assump-

According to Greek
thought, a person was
comprised of two parts:
body and mind . . .
One perversion of
early Christianity
which grew out of this
dualistic view was
Gnosticism.

tion that the body is a fine-tuned machine, complete unto itself. Disease is a
breakdown of the machinery and the
cure is to repair the broken part or parts.
This is a crude oversimplification, yet
it makes my point. Persons are put
through rigorous medical regimes for
physical conditions which, if one would
probe deeper, would appear to be caused
by fear or guilt. Even the child who
decides he cannot face the tension of his
classmates often finds an acceptable
escape through an upset stomach. In
other words, there is a very integral relationship between body and spirit, even if
we choose to ignore it.
Of course, many physicians and health
personnel go beyond this simplistic view
of man as a machine to view him as a
whole being. This is in line with Biblical
principles. "A merry heart doeth good
like medicine" reflects the early Hebrew
concept of integration of body and
spirit. "Confess your faults one to another that you may be healed" is a New
Testament prescription. Similarly, the
Psalms are full of description of David's
depression of spirit when his enemies
were against him, his social relationships broken.
If we view man as two or three distinct
parts, we soon treat him as if he were
only body or spirit. We fail to recognize
the integral relationship between var-
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ious aspects of man's being and experiences. This view of man is false and
does not fit the truth of the created universe. It does not reflect the unity of God
himself as three in one of equal value
and power. Does not the incarnation of
God in Bethlehem demonstrate the significance of the unity of man's being?
Body and spirit are both twisted by sin
and both are involved in redemption.
Sin is not merely a spiritual problem; it
also involves the body, resulting in sickness and death. Therefore, Jesus of
Nazareth, in dealing with that sin, felt its
full impact in both body and spirit.
Jesus of Nazareth went about doing
good, destroying the works of Satan. He
was active, involved with man's need
whether viewed from a physical, social
or spiritual perspective. In one instance
he spoke of healing a man's body and
forgiving his sin as if they were equal
sides of an equation. He refused to allow
a false dichotomy to develop. Thus
when people came to him only for free
food for the body, he recognized their
nature as less than perfect. Jesus was
scathing in rebuke to the Pharisees who
would refuse healing to a woman because of a spiritual law about the
Sabbath.
The tendency to dichotomize man's
being and then to prioritize the value of
those parts influences the way we think
about man's needs. One could generalize major difference between approaches
to mission as the tendency to emphasize
one aspect of man's being, spiritual or
physical. That brings us to the point of
considering the implications of our view
of man on the way we do missions.
Mission endeavors which minister
primarily to the physical and social
needs of man or do it in a way which
does not relate them to man's spiritual
needs tend to secularize the society in
which they are carried out. Many nonWestern cultures are holistic: marrying,
birthing, and healing are all part of the
society's religion. Missionaries have,
many times unknowingly, helped to
create a society of secular materialists of
people who formerly viewed all of life as
sacred.
The controversy continues whether
or not social concerns and evangelistic
outreach are to be integrated in a holistic
ministry, or should be carried out as
separate endeavors. Persons who take
the position of separate endeavors do so
out of the belief that the tendency is for
social concerns to overshadow the spiritual aspects of the ministry. They point
with honest concern to the history of
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It remains, then,

People in
Missions

for us to define
a view of missions
which considers
all of life sacred,
which does not
divide man's person
into unrelated parts.

some large denominations whose missionary efforts no longer include evangelism, the spoken gospel, but rather only
good deeds, the demonstrated gospel.
One agrees that the spoken word
must be spoken, the good news must be
proclaimed. It would be helpful, however, to look for an underlying cause of
this shift in emphasis from an integration of evangelism and social ministries
to primarily social ministries. The cause
may well be a view of man which is
dualistic in nature, dividing man's being
into non-integrated, distinct parts of
body and spirit.
Those of us who believe that preaching the gospel and emphasizing man's
spiritual needs are essential may be falling prey to the same dichotomized view
of man. By ignoring the total life of the
persons with whom we share Jesus, we
may be fostering the same secularization
of life which does not recognize the spiritual in all of life.
It remains, then, for us to define a
view of missions which considers all of
life sacred, which does not divide man's
person into unrelated parts. Daily food,
healing of body and enlightenment of
mind are of equal concern, or rather
integral parts, of the evangelistic thrust.
God created and cares for the whole
man. God incarnated Himself as Godman in Jesus Christ of Nazareth who
walked about doing good, healing those
who were sick, freeing those who were
oppressed by Satan, teaching the truth
which sets men free. He died physically
for the healing of man's spirit. Can we
do less than follow His example?

Arlene Miller, a registered nurse and formei
nursing instructor, is Secretary of Home Ministries for Brethren in Christ Missions.

Gordon and Susan Gilmore, with Benjamin and Charity, flew from Toronto,
Canada, December 30 to begin language study in Costa Rica. The Gilmores will go to Venezuela following
language training to open the Brethren
in Christ church planting mission in the
capital city, Caracas. Before their departure the Gilmores lived in Ontario,
where they served as pastoral couple for
the Port Colborne congregation.

Dan and Karen Dehyle, with Vaughn
and Cameron, left the United States
January 12 to begin missionary service.
Enroute to Japan the Deyhles, at personal expense, will be providing furlough replacement for Sam and Erma
Jean Bert at Macha Hospital, Zambia.
After time in Africa and Asia, the
Dehyles plan arrival in Japan August
1981 to begin language study in preparation for service with Ray and Winnie
Hock in Yamaguchi. The Dehyles are
members of the Harrisburg, PA, congregation.
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On The Receiving End
by Esther Spurrier

Tulaswayigwa beenzuma ibazwa kuAmerica.*
These words have been
spoken repeatedly in Brethren in Christ
churches and institutions in Zambia.
But the coming of Roy and Dorothy
Sider signifies more than just another
visit. This past September's visit was no
exception.
The annual visit by the Overseas
Secretary for Brethren in Christ Missions marks a time of discussion, decisionmaking and policy evaluation by the
Executive Board of the Brethren in
Christ Church in Zambia. A major item
of discussion during this visit was the
proposed Copperbelt ministry, for which
Pastor George Hansumo is now in training at the School of World Mission,
Fuller Theological Seminary. The sensitivity shown by Roy Sider during these
meetings was an important ingredient.
One board member was heard to comment after the visit, "That one listens."
For missionary personnel serving in
Zambia, the Siders' visit was a time for
personal evaluation and self-examination. Each of us was asked to reflect on
our spiritual, personal and professional

* We are being
America.

visited

by friends

To Zimbabwe
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growth in the past year and to discuss
our findings with Roy. In a pastoral
role, he heard our confessions, comforted us in personal sorrows and difficulties, provided advice and direction in
future plans, and rejoiced with us in victories and growth.
It was also a time for discussing policies, goals and their implementation relative to our individual job descriptions.
As an administrator, Roy Sider answered our questions, listened to our
criticisms, and became a sounding board
for our ideas. He suggested concrete
ways in which we could help each other
in those instances of acute understaffing
which periodically arise. Individually
and in groups, we shared the special
difficulties that come with the intense
living-working relationships in our community. As a counsellor, Roy heard our
problems and offered words of wisdom
that encouraged us to build up one
another. Dorothy's presence was especially important for me. As a fellow
woman, wife, and mother, she was able
to hear and understand, support and
encourage me.
These visits by the Overseas Secretary
function in yet another important way:
they serve as a vital link between the
sending body and the ones who are sent.

Loraine Buckwalter of Birdsboro,
Pa., has begun a three-year term with
Mennonite Central Committee in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. Loraine is working as
a nursing supervisor for a Brethren in
Christ hospital and two clinics. She previously served with the Brethren in
Christ from 1972-78 in Zambia and
Zimbabwe. She received her registered
nurse's training at Lancaster General
Hospital, a bachelor's degree in medical
missions at Bob Jones University and a
midwifery certificate at Mpilo Hospital
in Bulawayo. Recently she was employed
as a child care worker. Loraine attended
the Brethren in Christ Church, Stowe,
Pa.

On this trip, Roy was able to report on
the mood and the discussions of the
North American General Conference
last July. He also related encouraging
evidences of a rising missions awareness
and interest in several congregations
there. In turn, he would be able to report
to the church in North America who are
in decision-making positions and who
have a legitimate interest in how missions dollars are being spent. Roy could
report on the ever-changing nature,
scope and circumstances of our work
here.
We who are your hands and feet, your
eyes and ears, your tongues and hearts
in this country have a great need to be
ministered unto. It is difficult for us to
be continually on the receiving end of
the generosity of others and still to be
asking for more. Yet, if I hear one criticism of Roy Sider's visits, it is only that
he cannot stay longer. Paul's words in
Ephesians 4 serve to sum up the Siders'
visit:
It was He (Christ) who gave some
to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and
some to be pastors and teachers,
to prepare God's people for works
of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the
knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fulness of
Christ. . . . From Him the whole
body, joined and held together by
every supporting ligament, grows
and builds itself up in love, as each
part does its work.
(Ephesians 4:11-13, 16 NIV)

The author with her husband, Dr. John
Spurrier, and children, Rebecca and Matthew, lives and works at the Macha Hospital,
Zambia. Roy and Dorothy Sider's ten-week
overseas trip included ministry to church
leaders and missions personnel in London,
Zambia, Zimbabwe, India and Japan.
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Major Changes

Proposed

Selective Service Releases
Alternative Service Plans
by Edgar Metzler

Conscientious objectors in any future
draft should be under the centralized
control of the government during their
alternative service, suggests a 12-page
"Concept Paper" from Selective Service, released in December.
The Selective Service proposals are
tentative and subject to revision after
interested religious and other organizations respond. Says William T. Snyder,
executive secretary of Mennonite Central Committee, "We look at some aspects of this as not satisfactory at all,
particularly because it implies military
involvement in alternative service."
Snyder is concerned that church agencies be able to administer alternative
service work according to their own personnel policies and not that of Selective
Service. In addition, M C C would want
to place alternative service workers overseas, not just in the United States.
The "Concept Paper" presents an
overall philosophy and outline of operations for a program to "insure that Conscientious Objectors will meet their obligation through their placement in jobs
contributing to the national health,
safety or i n t e r e s t . . . in an efficient and
systematic way which will treat Conscientious Objectors fairly and with
dignity."
In order to achieve this goal, Selective
Service is proposing much more control
of the Alternative Service Program (ASP
is the new acronym). Unlike operations
during the 1-W program of 1952 to
1973, A S P would largely bypass state
offices. A chain of command would go
directly from an A S P office at the
national headquarters to six regional
offices to 434 area offices.
If implemented as proposed, this would
mean an A S P bureaucracy within the
Selective Service System numbering in
the hundreds at minimum and in the
thousands at a time of mobilization.
Such a chain of command would probably be intertwined with the military
system.
The "Concept P a p e r " states that
"Selective Service must retain all administrative and programmatic control over
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the Alternative Service Program." This
is spelled out to include every aspect of
the alternative service experience. "In
addition to their job placement function, alternative service personnel would
be the primary administrative contact
for both participating employers and
working Conscientious Objectors throughout their service." ASP officials would
"handle travel arrangements and payments to Conscientious Objectors," maintain files of conscientious objectors,
receive reports from and audit employers, and evaluate program operations.
The plan assumes that the draft will
be instituted only in the instance of
mobilization following declaration of a
national emergency, not as a peacetime
draft. Current planning calls for the first
inductees to enter the armed forces
within two weeks of mobilization orders
and 100,000 within the first 30 days.
Orders for conscientious objectors to
report for civilian work will take a couple of weeks longer because of the need
to process appeals, as there will be no
classification before induction orders.
The alternative service program proposed could also be readily adapted to a
compulsory service scheme as proposed
by several congressmen.
A significant new feature of the program would be the role of the Federal
Emergency M a n a g e m e n t Agency
(FEMA), which is charged with the
responsibility for planning resource
management and stabilization of the
economy in any national emergency,
including civilian defense. After F E M A
determines national personnel needs,
Selective Service would make assignments to alternative service on the basis
of jobs already approved and entered
into the computer data banks, with terminals located at "designated Alternative Service offices."
The computer data banks will also
contain the results of skill and aptitude
tests to be administered to incoming
conscientious objectors. Selective Service would then be able to match the
conscientious objector with an approp-

riate j o b in an area of manpower shortage.
While the day-to-day supervision of
conscientious objectors in the program
would be the responsibility of the employer, the Alternative Service Program
would "retain the right to transfer Conscientious Objectors on short notice to
meet new emergency manpower shortages." If a conscientious objector were
assigned to a hospital in Boston, but a
shortage of labor was delaying the wheat
harvest in Kansas, he might be transferred.
Another new proposal is Federal funding of alternative service at a uniform
rate, likely that of an inductee in the
armed services. How this would be
transmitted is not yet decided.
It is not clear how church programs
would fit into the plans, although presumably Selective Service would treat
them the same as other non-profit agencies who submit job openings for approval within the overall priorities set by
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency.
Selective Service undoubtedly recognizes that these proposals differ significantly from former alternative service
arrangements. An "Advisory Committee" is proposed, which would consist of
"organizations or individuals interested
in Conscientious Objectors and alternative service and employers participating
in the program."
What will happen to the proposals in
the "Concept Paper"? Selective Service
had hoped to receive reactions from a
wide variety of interested persons early
in January so that it could revise the
"Concept Paper" to represent the best
efforts of the present staff before the new
administration took office January 20,
1981. If at that time the new president
follows his campaign promises and cancels draft registration, planning might
be stalemated.
More likely, regardless of what the
new president does about draft registration, revitalization of the Selective Service System will continue. The "Concept
Paper" will then be expanded into regulations to govern the operations of any
alternative service system.
MCC is coordinating a response to
the new proposals from Selective Service and planned to make a written reply
early in the new year. In view of the new
directions these proposals take, MCC
staff welcomes any questions or suggestions for response.
Edgar Metzler is assistant director, Washington office of MCC U.S. Peace Section.
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Christian Education Ministries to Youth
Foundation Series
for Youth
A new Sunday school curriculum,
which will cover a four-year cycle, will
be available beginning September 1981.
Here is a preview of the 1981-82 year:
Quarter 1 ( S e p t - N o v )

You are the Christ, 7 sessions on the
Gospel of Mark, written by Bob Bowman. Sample session: The Great Announcement.
Sharing the Good News, 6 sessions writ-

ten by Hubert Brown. Sample session:
A Message to Share.
Quarter 2 ( D e c - F e b )

Walking Worthily, 7 sessions on Ephesians, written by Marilyn Klaus. Sample
session: In Praise of God's Great Plan.
Making Choices, 6 sessions written by
Don Miller. Sample session: What Do
My Friends Say?

Quizzing

Summer Service

The Quizzing Program develops enthusiasm, commitment, and a better
understanding of the Bible.
The Quizzing P r o g r a m promises
excitement and growth through involvement in Bible study.
The Quizzing Program demands extensive study, frequent practice and occasional sacrifice.
The Quizzing Program is focusing on
the books of 1 and 11 Corinthians. (New
International Version 1978 edition)
The Quizzing Program play-offs will
be held at Southern Ohio Camp Meeting, West Milton, Ohio, the week of July
19,1981. Regional play-offs will be held
in May and June.
The Quizzing Program has a dedicated, enthusiastic individual as Quiz
Master. His name is Dave Brubaker.
Dave is committed to the Quizzing Program because he believes in the values of
Bible Study.

Summer Service Program provides
an opportunity for Christian youth to
serve in a variety of ways.
In the Summer Service Program,
Christian institutions open their doors
to provide opportunities for youth to
experience servanthood.
During the summer of 1980, approximately thirty youth served the Lord in
the Summer Service Program.
Christian Institutions which participated were such places as:
Mile High Pines
Messiah Village
Life Line Mission
Kenbrook Camp
Camp Lakeview
Navajo Mission
Spring Lake Retreat
I n f o r m a t i o n will be available in
February.

Quarter 3 ( M a r - M a y )
A Survey of the Bible's Literature, 7

sessions written by Hazel Kennedy.
Sample session: From Genesis to Judges.
Speaking the Truth in Love, 6 sessions

written by David Augsburger. Sample
session: Speaking the Truth.
Quarter 4 (Jun-Aug)
The Pursuit of Wisdom, 7 sessions o n

Proverbs, written by Waldemar Janzen.
Sample session: Daily Life Reveals God.
Difficult Questions of the Faith, 6 ses-

sions written by Richard Kaufman.
Sample session: Do Miracles Happen.

• On Your Way, designed to provide membership and discipleship
material for young teens. Available
at Christian Light Bookstores.
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Dave Brubaker
General Conference Quiz Master,
1860 Harrington Drive
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17601

Other helpful resources
available:

Youth Notes is a method of one youth
leader or youth sharing ideas with
others.
Individuals who wish to share submit
their ideas to the Board of Christian
Education. Their ideas are compiled
and distributed to youth leaders across
the denomination. The youth of every
congregation can help others by submitting ideas regularly. They can benefit by
receiving regularly the compiled list of
suggested activities and program ideas.

• Y o u n g T e e n and Senior T e e n ,

midweek program material available from the Board of Christian
Education, P.O. Box 127, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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A Youth Convention
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YOUth
Decide

ONLY ONE YEAR TO GO
PURPOSE:

Jan.

December 28-30,1981

TO ASSIST YOUTH IN FACING MORAL
ISSUES FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE

Objectives:
To help youth discover a Christ-centered life.
To gain a Biblical perspective on contemporary problems.
To provide a Christian setting in which difficult social issues can be discussed.
To give youth a process for making moral decisions.
To provide concrete help and answers to contemporary problems.
To instill a desire to live a Christian life.
To promote interaction between youth groups of different geographical locations.
Activities Include:
Musical Groups
Topical Seminars
Drama Presentations
Recreational Activities
Small Interaction Groups
Singing
Speakers
Christian Films
And Much More . . .

Speakers:
Bishop Don Shafer
Dr. Dorothy Gish
Dr. Warren Hoffman
Mr. Frank Fimiano
Rev. Douglas Sider

More Information:
Mr. Frank J. Fimiano
Cherry Road, M. R. #1
Souderton, Pennsylvania 18964
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Church News
Allegheny
The Baltimore congregation reports receiving
12 persons into membership on Sunday, Nov. 23.
This made a total of 21 new members during the
year. • It is reported by the Cedar Grove congregation that 15 persons were received into fellowship
on Sunday, Nov. 30.
The Five Forks church held a Church Growth
Christmas dinner on Sunday, Dec. 7. The congregation was encouraged to invite unchurched people to the dinner. Nine persons were received into
membership. • Carl and Beverly Anient were
installed as the pastoral couple of the Granville
congregation on Sunday evening, Dec. 14.
Bishop Alvin Book installed Rev. and Mrs. Earl
Herr as the pastoral couple of the Martinsburg
congregation on Sunday, Sept. 7. • The Montgomery congregation reports that a baby dedication
was held on Christmas Sunday. A recent guest
speaker was Rev. Frank Kipe.
Seventy-six persons attended Homecoming
activities Nov. 16 at the Iron Springs congregation has specified the first Sunday night of the
month to be a fellowship dinner night.

Dale Engle, and Paul Ober. Asst. Supt. The youth
group served breakfast to the congregation on
Sunday morning, Dec. 21, as their Christmas gift
to the church.
Rev. and Mrs. Dale Allison were installed as the
pastoral couple of the Elizabethtown congregation on Sunday, Dec. 28. • The Lancaster and
Speedwell Heights congregations combined their
choirs to present a Christmas cantata on Wednesday evening, Dec. 24. The program was given in
the Lancaster Church. • The Stowe congregation
met to make advent wreaths as families to use in
their homes. The youth also met to make Christmas banners for use in decorating.
On Sunday, Nov. 9, nine members were received
into membership of the Shenks Brethren in Christ
Church. Among them was Charles Heller, who
had observed his 100th birthday on May 3. Pictured is Pastor Isaac Kanode (right) and Mr.
Heller.

Canadian

installed on the church building by several members. The bell which had been in the old church (a
school house) was also installed and dedicated.
Rev. Amos Kipe reports three persons being baptized and two accepted into membership during
the past several months.

Atlantic

The 200th birthday of the Sunday school was
celebrated by the Cross Roads congregation, Mt.
Joy, PA, Nov. 23. A brief history of the Sunday
school was given prior to the lighting of the candles on the cake, prepared by one of the ladies in
the church. Following worship, each person received a cupcake as part of the celebration. Pictured (left to right) is J o h n Ebersole, Supt., Pastor
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A joint service was held by the Bridlewood and
Heise Hill congregations recently at Heise Hill. A
panel discussion on "The Christian's Attitudes
toward Gambling and the Lottery" was held. • A
dedication service was held for the Kirkland Lake
Church on Sunday, Nov. 30.
Sunday, Nov. 23, was designated as "Commitment Sunday" for the New Life congregation. •
Six persons were received into church membership by the Sherkston congregation on Sunday,
Nov. 30.

Central
The pastoral couple of the DeRossett congregation, the Glenn Hensels, held Open House for the
congregation on Friday, Dec. 26. • A Singspiration service was hosted by the Highland congregation on Sunday afternoon, Nov. 30. Eight churches
participated in the service.
The church staff of the Fairview congregation
held a Family Christmas celebration on Sunday
evening, Dec. 14. • A live nativity scene was presented by the Mooretown congregation on Dec. 19
and 20. Families of the church were encouraged to
participate.
This year's Christmas project for the Pleasant
Hill Sunday school was providing health kits for
M C C to distribute to school children in Botswana,
Brazil, Zambia, Swaziland, and Jamaica.

David Hall Ordination
David L. Hali was ordained to the
Christian ministry on Sunday morning,
November 30, at the Grantham Church,
Grantham, PA. Dr. Douglas K. Stuart,
associate professor of Old Testament at
Gordon-Conwell Seminary, preached
the ordination sermon and Bishop Alvin
Book and Dr. Robert B. Ives assisted in
the service of ordination.
David and his wife Libby moved to
Grantham in May 1980, at which time
he became associate pastor of the Grantham Church. He served four previous
years in the ministry in South Carolina.

Pacific
Bishop and Mrs. D o n Shafer were recent guests
of the Irvine congregation. Bishop Shafer brought
the morning message. • The Life Line congregation has specified the first Sunday night of the
month to be a fellowship dinner/

For The Record . . .
Births

Brechbill: Seth Alvan, born Dec. 5, to Edwin
and Shirley (Hostetter) Brechbill, New Guilford
congregation, Pa.
Ehrenzeller: Andy David, born Dec. 1, to
Dwight and Mary Ehrenzeller, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Garza: Hosea, born Dec. 5, to Miguel and
Adrienne Garza, Christian Union congregation,
In.
Helfrick: Amanda, born Nov. 25, to Doyle and
Terry Helfrick, Montgomery congregation, Pa.
Hoke: Justin John, born Nov. 18, to Rev.
Terry and Linda (Evans) Hoke, New Guilford
congregation, Pa.

Midwest

Keagy: Shelly Joyce, born Dec. 8, to Paulie
and Anita Keagy, M a n o r congregation, Pa.

The entire Dallas Center congregation went
Christmas caroling on Friday night, Dec. 19.
Baskets were made up and delivered by the
congregation.
A Christmas carol sing was held on Sunday
evening. Dec. 7, by the Mountain View congregation. • Mary Olive Lady shared her work in Zambia with the Zion congregation on Wednesday,
Dec. 3

Melhorn: David Ray, born Nov. 28, to Verlyn
and Elizabeth Melhorn, Big Valley congregation,
Pa.
Miller: Bradley Alan, born Dec. 7, to Douglas
and Cathy Miller, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Thrush: Craig Laverne, b o r n Nov. 18, to
Gerald and Karen Thrush, Antrim congregation,
Pa.
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Van Donkersgoed: Jarret Freeman, born Oct.
26, to Klaas and Muriel Van Donkersgoed, Bertie
congregation, Pa.

f

Editorial

Williamson: Felicia A n n and Mary Jo, born
May 8, to Larry and Miranda Williamson, Montgomery congregation, Pa.
Wright: Kathryn Shirley, born Nov. 11, to
Wayne and Shirley Wright, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.

Weddings
Dott-Hostetter: Debra S., daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Kenneth R. Hostetter, and Elmer, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Phillip Dott, Pittsburgh, Pa., Nov. 29, in
the Martinsburg Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Earl Herr officiating.
Drolsbaugh-Graham: Kathy, daughter of Mr.
and mrs. Ralph Graham, and Carl, son of Mr. and
Mrs. William Drolsbaugh, Dec. 13, in the Cedar
Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Eugene Heidler officiating.
Kennedy-Stahl: Anna Stahl, Mercersburg, Pa.,
and Philip Kennedy, Chambersburg, Pa., Nov. 29,
in the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Wilbur Benner and Garnet Myers officiating.
Parmer-Voth: Leona D., daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Henry Voth, and Rodney D., son of Mr. and
Mrs. Ralph Parmer, Sept. 1, in Grunthal, Manitoba, with Rev. J o h n Wiebe officiating.

Obituaries
Burkholder: J o h n D. Burkholder, Chambersburg, Pa., born Nov. 18, 1919, died Nov. 13, 1980.
He was the son of Willis A. and Katie Wingert
Burkholder. He was married to Mildred Wenger
Burkholder who survives. Also surviving are two
daughters: Mrs. N o r m a Wood and Mrs. Linda
Christman; a son, David W.; and four grandchildren. He was a member of the New Guilford
Brethren in Christ Church where he had served as
treasurer, church board member, Sunday school
teacher, and custodian. Revs. Maurice Bender and
Terry Hoke conducted the funeral service in the
New Guilford Church. Interment was in the
adjoining cemetery.
Heise: H o w a r d K. Heise, born Nov. 13, 1929,
Hamlin, Ks., died Dec. 9, 1980, Hesperia, Ca. He
is survived by his parents, Edgar and A n n a Heise,
f o u r brothers: Dr. Jesse L. and Dr. Alvin L. of
Ohio, Willard and Lorin of Upland, Ca. He was a
member of the Upland Brethren in Christ Church.
Funeral services were conducted at the Stone
Funeral Home, officiating Rev. Robert Hempy
and Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder. Entombment was
at the Bellevue Mausoleum, Ontario, Ca.
Lehman: Mrs. Alma K. Lehman, Hershey,
Pa., born March 24, 1902, died Nov. 12, 1980 in
the Lehman's Nursing Home, Rheems, Pa. She
was married to Samuel L. Lehman who preceded
her in death. She is survived by a son, Joseph G.;
six daughters: Mrs. Avery Kanode, Mrs. LeRoy
K a u f f m a n , Mrs. J a c o b Engle, Mrs. Irwin Engle,
A n n a M., and Mrs. Anthony W. Jardine; a
brother; a sister; 19 grandchildren and 8 greatgrandchildren. She was a member of the Shenks
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Isaac Kanode and
Arthur Brubaker. Interment was in the adjoining
cemetery.
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New every morning
Snow itself is not a novelty. Growing up in Iowa, then with 15 winters
spent in Pennsylvania, for only two years in San Francisco did I
experience winter without snow. But this year, here in Nappanee, we've
had snow almost every day since December 18—at least a light dusting
and often several inches.
Sometimes the flakes begin to fall in the evening, softly and almost
imperceptibly. I see them only by looking carefully toward the streetlight as I head for bed. But in the morning a fresh mantle of snow covers
the car and sidewalk. On other days I glance out of the office window at
mid-morning to see a veritable blizzard—highly dramatic but generally
short-lived.
Our daily snowfall has kept the landscape a pure white. Dirt and
debris has its covering renewed before the old snow can melt away. And
the new snow has a way of enticing my response, which ranges f r o m the
dutiful shoveling of walks and driveway to the fun of a friendly snowball
battle with the boys. Children in town take to sleds and skates, the
adults to snowmobiles.
A newcomer to the region, I've been told the frequent dustings of
snow are often a result of the "lake effect," snow squalls coming off
Lake Michigan. We don't need a major storm system to produce snow;
winds f r o m the northwest blowing across the lake produce flurries.
I am not a great fan of winter—cold winds, slippery ice, accidents,
heating bills, etc. But new snow every morning—that helps to make the
season bearable.
"Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail.
They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness."
(Lamentations 3:22-23, NIV)
It occurs to me that we can take advantage of the "lake effect" in our
spiritual lives. Having been reconciled to God by his Son, Jesus Christ,
we've been invited to live consciously in his presence, walking in faith
and obedience under his lordship. As his children, we experience God's
mercies—sometimes a dramatic blizzard of love, but more often
smaller, daily dustings of compassion. God's grace is provided for the
needs of the day; it is new every morning.
The author of Lamentations makes this confession of confidence in
God's love in the midst of a recital of griefs and afflictions, the winter of
his soul. For him and for us, the realization of God's presence and
faithfulness puts our present circumstances into proper perspective. It
helps us see the "big picture." And we are invited to respond—in faith
and hope, joy and thanksgiving.
Winter snow—the metaphor is imperfect. It may convey more to
subscribers in Michigan and New York than it does to readers in south
Texas and Zimbabwe. And this pure white snow will not last forever.
Already the temperature is rising and the roads are beginning to be
visible . . . and I've begun to think wistfully of spring—the crocuses
popping out of the ground, the grass beginning to grow, the garden
waiting to be tilled.
But God's great love . . . it continues, new every morning.
G
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"A healthy respect
a sense of gratitude
by Owen H. Alderfer

General Conference of 1980 asked me
to sit with the Mennonite Central Committee as one of the Brethren in Christ
representatives to that body. I have
known something of the work of M C C
from more than 35 years of General
Conference involvement, but this gives
me an opportunity to observe and participate first hand with a body for which
I have considerable respect.
My first session as Brethren in Christ
representative was at a historical moment: the meeting of November 21 and
22 in Chicago was a first for Mennonite
Central Committee U.S.A. For more
than three years M C C has been wrestling with the development of new structures for the committee as it serves in
North America. Both Canadian and
U.S. components have much in common in work done. However, there are
aspects of the work that each of the two
countries carry on individually. It had
been realized that these elements should
be dealt with on national levels. The
vision became reality in this session:
from here on there will be separate sessions for MCC-Canada and MCC-USA
followed about two months later by a
bi-national plenary session which includes both national groups.
The national organizations will carry
forward the work of their individual
internal national concerns, they will
pool their energies and resources in
world programs. Later on, possibly,
MCC sections from other countries will
join this international organization.
As the novice begins to touch MCC,
s/he quickly comes to realize that the
work of the committee is not done by
one monolithic structure. Rather, there
are many agencies at work performing a
variety of services and ministries that are
exhilarating, challenging, and maybe
sometimes puzzling. Some of the var16

ious agencies were allowed time to share
aspects of their work as it is currently
going forward.
Of particular interest to me were three
presentations: The Mennonite Conciliation Service attempts to apply the biblical principles of reconciliation to situations of need among Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ Church members
whose differences are threatening to
carry them into the courts. The Native
American Program is seeking to identify
with and work along side American
Indians who are experiencing forms of
injustice—to stand with them in tribal
recognition petitions, land claims, and
community activities. The Hispanic Immigration Program starts from Christian objectives of keeping families together. From there it seeks to deal with
root causes of the immigration problem
stemming from selfish interest present in
numbers of quarters.

These are only three of many programs presented for our enlightenment
and consideration as we reviewed the
work of MCC-USA. Other more familiar programs were a part of our considerations too—disaster service, food and
hunger concerns, the draft and draft
counseling, self-help crafts, and other
services and ministries—all of which
gave me some idea of the broad spect r u m of activity in which M C C is
involved.
Some impressions I brought away
from this first experience included the
following: A healthy respect for an
organization representing a variety of
very different bodies which are pooling
their resources to make a witness to the
world in a concrete way, that we take
Jesus seriously when he calls us to serve
"the least of these . . . " ; a sense of gratitude that the Brethren in Christ continue in identity with MCC as a part of a
prophetic expression to a world which
shows little interest in the ways of love
and peace; and, personal appreciation
that through MCC we as Brethren in
Christ have open doors for service in a
broad spectrum of services and ministries.
Dr. Alderfer is chairman of the Department of Religion and Philosophy of Messiah
College.

Assisting Hispanics struggling with immigration status is one of the main concerns of Karen Ventura, above, of Mennonite Hispanic Immigration Services,
Washington, D.C.
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